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Marie G. Fernandez

MAR 15, 1922 - SEP 23, 2014

M arie Rosalie Golemon Fernandez, 92, of Austin (formerly of Toluca Ranch in
the South Texas Rio Grande Valley), passed away peacefully on September
23, 2014 at her home, surrounded by her loving family.

The daughter of Haney and Florence Golemon, she was born on March 15, 1922 in Bayou La
Batre, Alabama. Her Southern roots gave her the grace, charm and hospitality she was known for
her entire adult life, as well as her love of seafood and her ability to cook a mean pot of lima
beans.

She was known for the warmth with which she welcomed new friends, and a contagious smile
that put all around her at ease. During World War II, Marie met a handsome Navy man, Santiago
"Jimmy" Fernandez, at a USO event near Chickasaw, Alabama, where the two enjoyed the first of

the many dances they would share for more than five decades.

Jimmy quickly fell in love with the green-eyed beauty's sweet personality, intelligence and sense
of humor, and swept her off to a new life of ranching in South Texas.Marie and Jimmy reared
their large family on the legendary Toluca Ranch in Progreso, Texas, the site of numerous family
celebrations, including baptisms, weddings, Easter egg hunts, and community "pachangas." Marie
and Jimmy maintained the Toluca Ranch tradition of leadership in the community, gracious
hospitality and responsible stewardship to the land, which still houses the historic St. Joseph's
Chapel, built by Don Florencio Saenz and dedicated in 1899.

Their happy marriage lasted for 53 years until Jimmy's death in 1997.In addition to her years
spent rearing their children, Marie enjoyed a 17-year career as a busy on-air traffic scheduler at
KRGV-Radio in Weslaco, Texas, retiring soon after they announced that her typewriter would be
replaced by a computer. She was preceded in death by her husband, a son Robert; her parents;
and a brother and sister, Horace Golemon and Margaret Miller.
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She is survived by her children, Michael (Yolanda) Fernandez of Weslaco; Florence (John) Flowers
of Sweeny; Linda (Marc) Koch of Austin; Juliana Helton of Buda; and Catherine (Dennis) Kovar of
East Bernard; 12 grandchildren and nine great-grandchilden. She is also survived by a sister,
Mildred Golemon and brothers, Vincent Golemon and Harrell Golemon, all of Mobile, AL;
Hilton Golemon of Helena, MT; Houston Golemon of Semmes, AL; and Jerome Golemon of
Lucedale, MS; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Pallbearers will be grandsons Vance Flowers, Vincent Valdes, Javier Fernandez, Nolan Kovar,
Kendall Koch and Nathan Helton. Honorary pallbearers are sons-in law, Marc Koch, Dennis Kovar
and John Flowers.A viewing will be held on Friday, September 26, 2014 from 4:00 - 9:00 with a
rosary at 7:00 pm at McCaleb Funeral Home in Weslaco, TX. A Mass of celebration will be said at
10:00 am on Saturday, September 27, 2014 at Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church, Mercedes,
Texas.

Burial will follow at the F. Saenz Family Cemetery next to St. Joseph's Chapel on Toluca Ranch.
Funeral arrangements are under the direction of McCaleb Funeral Home in Weslaco, TX.In lieu
of flowers, those wishing to honor Marie's memory are invited to contribute to the Toluca Chapel
Restoration Fund c/o Richard Fernandez, 213 Hill Drive, Coppell, TX 75019, or to a charity of
their choice.
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Tribute Wall Marie G.Fernandez

MAR 15, 1922 - SEP 23, 2014

Aak posted:

Por favor reciban mis m\uO0c3\u00als sinceras condolencias por la p\u00c3\u00a9rdida de su ser
querido, no hay duda que la muerte es muy dolorosa, por tal raz\u00c3\u00b3n quer\u00c3\uOOada
compartir con usted algunas palabras de consolaci\u00c3\uO0b3n que le ayudaran en estos
momentos dif\u00c3\uOOadciles, tal como me ayudaron a m\u0OOc3\uOOad. Estas palabras se
encuentran en la Biblia, si tiene Biblia le invito a que lea, Juan 5:28,29, Hechos 24:15,
Revelaci\u00c3\u00b3n 21:3, 4, ah\u00c3\uO0ad notara que dichos textos hablan de la bella
esperanza de la resurrecci\u00c3\u00b3n, solo podemos imaginar la alegr\u00c3\uOOada de volver
abrazar a nuestro ser querido que ha fallecido. \u00c2\u00a1Qu\u00c3\u00a9 maravillal\nCon dicho
pensamiento en mente, le invito a que visite el siguiente enlace:
http\/www.JW.org\/es\/publicaciones\/libros\/tratado-muertos-volver-a-vivir\/ Ah\u00c3\uOOad
encontrara un art\u00c3\uOOadculo que habla m\u00c3\u00als al respecto.

October 27 at 7:00 PM

Aak posted:

Por favor reciban mis mAjs sinceras condolencias por la pA®©rdida de su ser querido, no hay duda
que la muerte es muy dolorosa, por tal razA3n querAa compartir con usted algunas palabras de
consolaciA®n que le ayudaran en estos momentos difAciles, tal como me ayudaron a mA. Estas
palabras se encuentran en la Biblia, si tiene Biblia le invito a que lea, Juan 5:28,29, Hechos 24:15,
RevelaciA®n 21:3, 4, ahA notara que dichos textos hablan de la bella esperanza de la resurrecciA®n,
solo podemos imaginar la alegrAa de volver abrazar a nuestro ser querido que ha fallecido. AjQUA®
maravilla! Con dicho pensamiento en mente, le invito a que visite el siguiente enlace:
http/www.JW.org/es/publicaciones/libros/tratado-muertos-volver-a-vivir/ AhA encontrara un artA-
culo que habla mAjs al respecto.

October 27 at 7:00 PM

Aak posted:

Estoy contristada con la pA®©rdida de su ser querido, bien sabemos que la muerte es algo que
sucede dAa a dAa, pero hay una bella esperanza que nos traerAj cierto nivel de paz. Por tal razA®n
querAa compartir con usted algunas palabras de consolaciA®n que le ayudaran en estos momentos
difAciles, tal como me ayudaron a mA. Estas palabras se encuentran en la Biblia, si tiene Biblia le
invito a que lea Hechos 24:15, RevelaciA®n 21:3, 4, Juan 5: 28,29, ahA notara que dichos textos
hablan de la bella esperanza de la resurrecciA®n, solo podemos imaginar la alegrAa de volver
abrazar a nuestro ser querido que ha fallecido. Para aprender de estas promesas solo hay que seguir
el consejo de Juan 17:3. Con dicho pensamiento en mente le invito a que visite el siguiente enlace,
http/www.JW.org/es/publicaciones/libros/tratado-muertos-volver-a-vivir/ AhA encontrara un artA-
culo que habla mAjs al respecto. Espero le ayude a lidiar con su dolor.

October 11 at 7:00 PM
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Aak posted:

Estoy contristada con la p\u00c3\uO0Oa9rdida de su ser querido, bien sabemos que la muerte es algo
que sucede d\u00c3\uOOada a d\u00c3\uOOada, pero hay una bella esperanza que nos
traer\u00c3\u00a1 cierto nivel de paz. Por tal razZ\u00c3\u00b3n quer\u00c3\uOOada compartir con
usted algunas palabras de consolaci\u00c3\u00b3n que le ayudaran en estos momentos
dif\u00c3\uOOadciles, tal como me ayudaron a m\uOOc3\uOOad. Estas palabras se encuentran en la
Biblia, si tiene Biblia le invito a que lea Hechos 24:15, Revelaci\u00c3\u00b3n 21:3, 4, Juan 5: 28,29,
ah\u00c3\u00ad notara que dichos textos hablan de la bella esperanza de la
resurrecci\u00c3\u00b3n, solo podemos imaginar la alegr\u00c3\uOOada de volver abrazar a
nuestro ser querido que ha fallecido. Para aprender de estas promesas solo hay que seguir el
consejo de Juan 17:3. Con dicho pensamiento en mente le invito a que visite el siguiente enlace,
http\/www.JW.org\/es\/publicaciones\/libros\/tratado-muertos-volver-a-vivir\/ Ah\u00c3\uOOad
encontrara un art\u00c3\uOOadculo que habla m\u00c3\u00als al respecto. Espero le ayude a lidiar
con su dolor.

October 11 at 7:00 PM

Jennifer Richmond posted:

Our condolences and love to Marie G. Fernandez's family and especially to her daughter Julie. We
are so sorry for your loss. Joe and Jennifer Richmond

October 1at 11:27 AM

Jennifer Richmond posted:

Our condolences and love to Marie G. Fernandez's family and especially to her daughter Julie. We
are so sorry for your loss. Joe and Jennifer Richmond

October 1at 11:27 AM

Jennifer Richmond posted:

Our condolences and love to Marie G. Fernandez's family and especially to her daughter Julie. We
are so sorry for your loss. Joe and Jennifer Richmond

September 30 at 7:00 PM
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Jennifer Richmond posted:

Our condolences and love to Marie G. Fernandez's family and especially to her daughter Julie. We
are so sorry for your loss. Joe and Jennifer Richmond

September 30 at 7:00 PM

Maria Magdalena Rodriguez posted:

Marie was an example of quiet strength and serenity. When my mother died, Marie provided for me a
place in her heart to be a friend and mother figure. When ever | came over Marie always had a smile
for me, and often asked me to sit by her. | don't have a specific memory; | only remember that
through thick and thin she kept her faith. Well into her 80s she was well read and knew everything
that was going on in the world. She read and did crossword puzzles until her eyesight wouldn't let
her. She was surrounded by love of her family, and every Saturday, pain or not, she'd go to church.
She loved her husband, doted on her children and grandchildren, and made the best of everything. |
don't know with any certainty where she is now, but | do know that her presence, her spirit is smiling
and sending all her love. | send her mine through time because | know that somehow we are all on
the same plane, just a bit farther than we can reach to physically touch. So now | send her my love
through time and receive hers in return. Take care, Marie. And to Marie's family, her strength is your
strength, her smile your smile. Her faith, yours. May the Great Spirit hold each of you in the great
force of love. Maria

September 28 at 3:12 PM

Maria Magdalena Rodriguez posted:

Marie was an example of quiet strength and serenity. When my mother died, Marie provided for me a
place in her heart to be a friend and mother figure. When ever | came over Marie always had a smile
for me, and often asked me to sit by her. | don't have a specific memory; | only remember that
through thick and thin she kept her faith. Well into her 80s she was well read and knew everything
that was going on in the world. She read and did crossword puzzles until her eyesight wouldn't let
her. She was surrounded by love of her family, and every Saturday, pain or not, she'd go to church.
She loved her husband, doted on her children and grandchildren, and made the best of everything. |
don't know with any certainty where she is now, but | do know that her presence, her spirit is smiling
and sending all her love. | send her mine through time because | know that somehow we are all on
the same plane, just a bit farther than we can reach to physically touch. So now | send her my love
through time and receive hers in return. Take care, Marie. And to Marie's family, her strength is your
strength, her smile your smile. Her faith, yours. May the Great Spirit hold each of you in the great
force of love. Maria

September 28 at 3:12 PM
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Maria Magdalena Rodriguez posted:

Marie was an example of quiet strength and serenity. When my mother died, Marie provided for me a
place in her heart to be a friend and mother figure. When ever | came over Marie always had a smile
for me, and often asked me to sit by her. | don't have a specific memory; | only remember that
through thick and thin she kept her faith. Well into her 80s she was well read and knew everything
that was going on in the world. She read and did crossword puzzles until her eyesight wouldn't let
her. She was surrounded by love of her family, and every Saturday, pain or not, she'd go to church.
She loved her husband, doted on her children and grandchildren, and made the best of everything. |
don't know with any certainty where she is now, but | do know that her presence, her spirit is smiling
and sending all her love. | send her mine through time because | know that somehow we are all on
the same plane, just a bit farther than we can reach to physically touch. So now | send her my love
through time and receive hers in return. Take care, Marie. And to Marie's family, her strength is your
strength, her smile your smile. Her faith, yours. May the Great Spirit hold each of you in the great
force of love. Maria

September 27 at 7:00 PM

Maria Magdalena Rodriguez posted:

Marie was an example of quiet strength and serenity. When my mother died, Marie provided for me a
place in her heart to be a friend and mother figure. When ever | came over Marie always had a smile
for me, and often asked me to sit by her. | don't have a specific memory; | only remember that
through thick and thin she kept her faith. Well into her 80s she was well read and knew everything
that was going on in the world. She read and did crossword puzzles until her eyesight wouldn't let
her. She was surrounded by love of her family, and every Saturday, pain or not, she'd go to church.
She loved her husband, doted on her children and grandchildren, and made the best of everything. |
don't know with any certainty where she is now, but | do know that her presence, her spirit is smiling
and sending all her love. | send her mine through time because | know that somehow we are all on
the same plane, just a bit farther than we can reach to physically touch. So now | send her my love
through time and receive hers in return. Take care, Marie. And to Marie's family, her strength is your
strength, her smile your smile. Her faith, yours. May the Great Spirit hold each of you in the great
force of love. Maria

September 27 at 7:00 PM

Doris Colon posted:

My heart felt condolences to the family and her Daughter Julie a dear good friend . May she rest in
peace .Love , Doris and Victor Colon and Family.

September 27 at 4:15 AM
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Doris Colon posted:

My heart felt condolences to the family and her Daughter Julie a dear good friend . May she rest in
peace .Love , Doris and Victor Colon and Family.

September 27 at 4:15 AM

Doris Colon posted:

My heart felt condolences to the family and her Daughter Julie a dear good friend . May she rest in
peace . Love , Doris and Victor Colon and Family.

September 26 at 7:00 PM

Doris Colon posted:

My heart felt condolences to the family and her Daughter Julie a dear good friend . May she rest in
peace .\nLove , Doris and Victor Colon and Family.

September 26 at 7:00 PM

Love Always Shawn And Nicole Nield sent a Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet to the
Fernandez family.

September 25 at 12:43 PM

Friends & Family posted:

Love Always Shawn and Nicole Nield purchased the Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet for the family of
Marie G. Fernandez.

September 25 at 12:43 PM

Florence (Ruchie) Flowers posted:

| will cherish all my memories of Mom in my heart. Now you can walk the streets of gold without
hurting any more. | know when Daddy saw you enter the gates of heaven he took your hand and just
strolled across heaven side by side. | can just imagine the beautiful sight of both of you. "Mama, | will
keep the old people smiling with songs and music!" | love you and will miss you so much.

September 25 at 12:24 PM
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MAR 15, 1922 - SEP 23, 2014

Florence (Ruchie) Flowers posted:

I will cherish all my memories of Mom in my heart. Now you can walk the streets of gold without
hurting any more. | know when Daddy saw you enter the gates of heaven he took your hand and just
strolled across heaven side by side. | can just imagine the beautiful sight of both of you. "Mama, | will
keep the old people smiling with songs and music!" | love you and will miss you so much.

September 25 at 12:24 PM

Your Loving Family In Alabama sent a Strength & Solace Spray to the Fernandez
family.

September 25 at 10:51 AM

Friends & Family posted:

Your loving family in Alabama purchased the Strength & Solace Spray for the family of Marie G.
Fernandez.

September 25 at 10:51 AM

Anonymous sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Fernandez family.

September 25 at 4:59 AM

Friends & Family posted:
Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Marie G. Fernandez.

September 25 at 4:59 AM

Anonymous sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Fernandez family.

September 25 at 3:31 AM
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Arthur Centeno posted:

My prayers are with your family. Art

September 24 at 9:10 PM

Arthur Centeno posted:

I am sorry for your loss and there are no words to ease the pain. It is the cycle of life that we must
endure. Be comforted in knowing that your Mom has joined others that she loved and one day you
too will do the same. No one knows the ways of the Universe but | do believe that God has his hand
in all that we experience. My prayers are with you. Arthur Centeno

September 24 at 9:09 PM

Arthur Centeno posted:

I am sorry for your loss and there are no words to ease the pain. It is the cycle of life that we must
endure. Be comforted in knowing that your Mom has joined others that she loved and one day you
too will do the same. No one knows the ways of the Universe but | do believe that God has his hand
in all that we experience. My prayers are with you. Arthur Centeno

September 24 at 9:09 PM

Arthur posted:

My prayers are with your family. Art

September 24 at 7:00 PM

Florence (Ruchie) Flowers posted:

| will cherish all my memories of Mom in my heart. Now you can walk the streets of gold without
hurting any more. | know when Daddy saw you enter the gates of heaven he took your hand and just
strolled across heaven side by side. | can just imagine the beautiful sight of both of you. "Mama, | will
keep the old people smiling with songs and music!" | love you and will miss you so much.

September 24 at 7:00 PM
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Arthur posted:

I am sorry for your loss and there are no words to ease the pain. It is the cycle of life that we must
endure. Be comforted in knowing that your Mom has joined others that she loved and one day you
too will do the same. No one knows the ways of the Universe but | do believe that God has his hand
in all that we experience. My prayers are with you. Arthur Centeno

September 24 at 7:00 PM

Arthur posted:
My prayers are with your family. Art

September 24 at 7:00 PM

Florence (Ruchie) Flowers posted:

I will cherish all my memories of Mom in my heart. Now you can walk the streets of gold without
hurting any more. | know when Daddy saw you enter the gates of heaven he took your hand and just
strolled across heaven side by side. | can just imagine the beautiful sight of both of you. \"Mama, |
will keep the old people smiling with songs and music!\" | love you and will miss you so much.

September 24 at 7:00 PM

Arthur posted:

| am sorry for your loss and there are no words to ease the pain. It is the cycle of life that we must
endure. Be comforted in knowing that your Mom has joined others that she loved and one day you
too will do the same. No one knows the ways of the Universe but | do believe that God has his hand
in all that we experience. My prayers are with you. Arthur Centeno

September 24 at 7:00 PM

Linda Koch posted:

It was a blessing to have had my beautiful mother live my family in Austin for the past 13 years. We
will have memories to keep and hold dear to our hearts. We will miss you, "mylady" but we rejoice in
knowing that you are with daddy once again and the dear lord. Be happy and dance again free of
pain and suffering. Your daughter,Linda Koch

September 24 at 5:12 PM
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Linda Koch posted:

It was a blessing to have had my beautiful mother live my family in Austin for the past 13 years. We
will have memories to keep and hold dear to our hearts. We will miss you, "mylady" but we rejoice in
knowing that you are with daddy once again and the dear lord. Be happy and dance again free of
pain and suffering. Your daughter,Linda Koch

September 24 at 5:12 PM

Karen Crowther lit a candle in honor of Marie.

My heart goes out to the family of Marie G. Hernandez

September 24 at 1:02 PM

Karen Crowther posted:
Karen Crowther lit a candle for

September 24 at 1:02 PM

Karen Crowther posted:
My heart goes out to the family of Marie G. Hernandez

September 24 at 1:01 PM

Susan M. sent a Blooming Garden Basket to the Fernandez family.

September 24 at 12:05 PM

Friends & Family posted:

Susan M. purchased the Blooming Garden Basket for the family of Marie G. Fernandez.

September 24 at 12:05 PM
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Nancy Crowther posted:

LOVE to the family\n\"Love never gives up, love cares more for others than for self. Love doesn't
want what it doesn't have. Love doesn't strut, doesn't have a swelled head, and doesn't force itself
on others. Love isn't always 'me first' and it doesn't fly off the handle. Love doesn't keep score of the
sins of others and doesn't revel when others grovel. Love takes pleasure in the flowering of truth. It
puts up with anything, trusts God always, always looks for the best and never looks back but keeps
going to the end.\" \n~from The Message of | Corinthians 13\n\n\"And now these three remain: faith,
hope and love. But the greatest of these is love\" (I Corinthians 13:13). Lord God, | pray for those
whom | love. Make me a clean vessel through which your selfless love will flow toward others. May |
expect nothing in return, only the pleasure of showering your goodness and graciousness on those
around me.\n\nPeace and love to you all.\nNancy Crowther

September 23 at 7:00 PM

Karen Crowther posted:
My heart goes out to the family of Marie G. Hernandez

September 23 at 7:00 PM

Linda Koch posted:

It was a blessing to have had my beautiful mother live my family in Austin for the past 13 years. We
will have memories to keep and hold dear to our hearts. We will miss you, \"mylady\" but we rejoice in
knowing that you are with daddy once again and the dear lord. Be happy and dance again free of
pain and suffering. \nYour daughter,\nLinda Koch

September 23 at 7:00 PM
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Nancy Crowther posted:

LOVE to the family "Love never gives up, love cares more for others than for self. Love doesn't want
what it doesn't have. Love doesn't strut, doesn't have a swelled head, and doesn't force itself on
others. Love isn't always 'me first' and it doesn't fly off the handle. Love doesn't keep score of the
sins of others and doesn't revel when others grovel. Love takes pleasure in the flowering of truth. It
puts up with anything, trusts God always, always looks for the best and never looks back but keeps
going to the end." ~from The Message of | Corinthians 13 "And now these three remain: faith, hope
and love. But the greatest of these is love" (I Corinthians 13:13). Lord God, | pray for those whom |
love. Make me a clean vessel through which your selfless love will flow toward others. May | expect
nothing in return, only the pleasure of showering your goodness and graciousness on those around
me. Peace and love to you all. Nancy Crowther

September 23 at 7:00 PM

Karen Crowther posted:

My heart goes out to the family of Marie G. Hernandez

September 23 at 7:00 PM

Karen Crowther posted:

My heart goes out to the family of Marie G. Hernandez

September 23 at 7:00 PM

Linda Koch posted:

It was a blessing to have had my beautiful mother live my family in Austin for the past 13 years. We
will have memories to keep and hold dear to our hearts. We will miss you, "mylady" but we rejoice in
knowing that you are with daddy once again and the dear lord. Be happy and dance again free of
pain and suffering. Your daughter, Linda Koch

September 23 at 7:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Marie by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit
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